We study the excited-state potential and the gluonic excitation in the static three-quark (3Q) system using SU(3) lattice QCD with 16 3 × 32 at β=5.8 and 6.0 at the quenched level. For about 100 different patterns of spatially-fixed 3Q systems, we accurately extract the excited-state potential V e.s.
I. INTRODUCTION
It is widely accepted that quantum chromodynamics (QCD) [1] is the fundamental theory of the strong interaction for hadrons and nuclei. Nevertheless, it still remains as a difficult problem to derive low-energy physical quantities directly from QCD in an analytic manner. The perturbative QCD calculation, which successfully describes the high-energy process, cannot be applied at the hadronic scale, since the QCD coupling constant becomes large in the infrared region. Furthermore, the strong-coupling nature of QCD leads to a highly nontrival vacuum with rich nonperturbative phenomena such as color confinement and spontaneous chiral symmetry breaking.
In this decade, the lattice-QCD Monte Carlo calculation has been recognized as a reliable nonperturbative method for the quantitative analysis of QCD, and the nonperturbative analysis based on QCD has become one of the central and important issues in the hadron physics. For instance, lattice QCD calculations successfully reproduce hadron mass spectra [2] and also predict the QCD phase transition at finite temperatures and densities [3] . On the other hand, the underlying structure of hadrons is not yet well investigated using lattice QCD. In fact, the application of lattice QCD is just beginning for the research of the hadron structure and related excitation modes in terms of quarks and gluons.
The investigation on the hadron structure and the excitation modes has a long history in the particle physics. In 1969, Y. Nambu first pointed out the string picture for hadrons [4, 5] to explain the Veneziano amplitude [6] on hadron reactions and resonances. Since then, the string picture has been one of the most important scenarios for hadrons [7, 8] and has provided many interesting ideas in the wide region of the elementary particle physics [9] .
For instance, the hadronic string creates infinite number of hadron resonances as the vibrational modes, and these excitations lead to the Hagedorn "ultimate" temperature [10, 11] , which gives an interesting theoretical picture for the QCD phase transition.
For real hadrons, the hadronic string has a spatial extension like a "flux-tube" [7, 12, 13, 14] , as the result of one-dimensional squeezing of the color-electric flux in accordance with color confinement [7, 14] . Therefore, the vibrational modes of the hadronic flux-tube should be much more complicated, and the analysis of the excitation modes is important to clarify the underlying picture for real hadrons.
In the language of QCD, such non-quark-origin excitation is called as the "gluonic excitation" [15, 16, 17] , and is physically interpreted as the excitation of the gluonfield configuration in the presence of the quark-antiquark pair or the three quarks in a color-singlet state.
In the hadron physics, the gluonic excitation is one of the interesting phenomena beyond the quark model, and relates to the hybrid hadrons such as qqG andG in the valence picture. For instance, the hybrid meson includes the exotic hadrons with the exotic quantum number such as J P C = 0 −− , 0 +− , 1 −+ , 2 +− , · · ·, which cannot be constructed in the simple quark model [18] . Then, it is important to investigate the gluonic excitation with lattice QCD, not only from the theoretical viewpoint but also from the experimental viewpoint.
In this paper, we study the excited-state three-quark (3Q) potential and the gluonic excitation in baryons using lattice QCD [15] , to get deeper insight on these excitations beyond the hypothetical models such as the string and the flux-tube models. In QCD, the excited-state 3Q potential is defined as the energy of the excited state of the gluon-field configuration in the presence of the static three quarks, and the gluonic-excitation energy is expressed as the energy difference between the groundstate 3Q potential [19, 20, 21] and the excited-state 3Q potential.
Note that the inter-quark potential is one of the most fundamental quantities directly connected to color confinement, and plays the important role for hadron properties. As for the Q-Q system, a lot of lattice QCD studies [22, 23, 24, 25] have shown that the ground-state Q-Q potential V g.s. QQ is well described by the Coulomb plus linear potential, V g.s. QQ = − A QQ r +σ QQ r+C QQ , with the interquark distance r. Its behavior at short distances can be explained by the Coulomb interaction from the onegluon-exchange (OGE) process, and the linear confinement term seems to indicate the flux-tube picture [7, 12] , where the quark and the antiquark are linked by one dimensional flux-tube with the string tension of σ ≃ 0.89 GeV/fm.
In QCD, the three-body force among three quarks is also a "primary" force reflecting the SU(3) gauge symmetry, while the three-body force is regarded as a residual interaction in most fields in physics. In fact, the 3Q potential is directly responsible for the structure and properties of baryons, similar to the relevant role of the Q-Q potential for meson properties, and both the Q-Q potential and the 3Q potential are equally important fundamental quantities in QCD. Furthermore, the 3Q potential is the key quantity to clarify the quark confinement mechanism in baryons. However, in contrast with the Q-Q potential, there were only a few preliminary lattice-QCD works [26, 27, 28] done in 1980's for the groundstate 3Q potential before our first study in 1999 [19] .
Since 1999, we have performed accurate calculations and detailed analyses of the ground-state 3Q potential V g.s.
3Q in lattice QCD with the smearing method for more than 300 different patterns of 3Q systems [21] . In Refs. [19, 20, 21] , we have shown that the ground-state 3Q potential V g.s.
3Q is well described by the Coulomb plus Y-type linear potential, i.e., the Y-Ansatz,
within 1%-level deviation. Here, L min denotes the minimal value of the total length of color-flux-tubes linking the three quarks [13, 19, 20, 21, 29, 30] , which is schematically illustrated in Fig. 1 . We have found two remarkable features, the universality of the string tension as σ 3Q ≃ σ QQ and the OGE result as A 3Q ≃ 1 2 A QQ . (Very recently, we show that the multi-quark potential is well described by the OGE Coulomb plus multi-Y type linear potential [31] , which also supports the Y-Ansatz.)
We briefly summarize several other recent studies on the ground-state 3Q potential to clarify the current status of the Y-Ansatz.
After our first study, de Forcrand's group tested only about 20 equilateral 3Q configurations in lattice QCD, and supported the ∆-Ansatz [32] . However, their data seem to indicate the Y-Ansatz with an overall constant shift, and the deviation seems to originate from the data at very short distances, where the linear potential is negligible compared with the Coulomb contribution. (Also, their usage of the continuum Coulomb potential may be problematic for the lattice data at very short distances.) Recently, de Forcrand's group seems to change their opinion from the ∆-Ansatz to the Y-Ansatz [33] .
One of the theoretical basis of the ∆-Ansatz was Cornwall's conjecture based on the vortex vacuum model [34] . Very recently, motivated by our studies, Cornwall reexamined his previous work and found an error in the model calculation. The corrected answer was the YAnsatz instead of the ∆-Ansatz [35] .
As another analytical work, Kuzmenko and Simonov also showed that the Delta-shape is impossible from gauge-invariance point of view, and the Y-shaped configuration is the only possible for the 3Q system [36] .
As a clear evidence for the Y-Ansatz, Ichie et al. performed the direct measurement on the action density in the spatially-fixed 3Q system in lattice QCD using the maximally-Abelian projection, and observed a clear Ytype flux-tube profile [16, 37] .
In this way, the Y-Ansatz is also supported by various studies of other groups [33, 35, 36, 37] , and therefore the Y-Ansatz for the ground-state 3Q potential is almost settled both in lattice QCD and in analytic framework.
As for the excited-state 3Q potential, however, there is no lattice QCD study besides our previous work [15] . In this paper, we present the detailed analysis of the excitedstate 3Q potential and the gluonic excitation for about 100 different patterns of the 3Q static systems in SU(3) lattice QCD at the quenched level.
This paper is organized as follows. In section II, we give a necessary formalism on the relation between the 3Q Wilson loop and the QCD Hamiltonian. We then give the lattice QCD formalism to extract the excited-state 3Q potential in section III, and show the lattice QCD results in section IV. In section V, we investigate the functional form of the gluonic excitation energy from the lattice QCD data. In section VI, we discuss the physical implication of the obtained lattice results, and consider the physical reason of the success of the quark model for low-lying hadrons in terms of the gluonic excitation. Section VII is devoted to the summary and the conclusion. To begin with, let us consider the physical modes in the static 3Q system. We denote the nth excited state by |n (n=0,1,2,3,..) for the physical eigenstates of the QCD HamiltonianĤ for the spatially-fixed 3Q system. For the simple notation, the ground state is expressed as the "0th excited state" in this paper. Since the three quarks are spatially fixed in this case, the eigenvalue of H is expressed by the static 3Q potential aŝ
where V n denotes the nth excited-state 3Q potential. We take the normalization condition as m|n = δ mn . Note that both V n and |n are universal physical quantities related to the QCD HamiltonianĤ. state |Φ is generated at t = 0 and is annihilated at t = T . The three quarks are spatially fixed in R 3 for 0 < t < T .
Similar to the calculation of the Q-Q potential with the Wilson loop, the 3Q potential can be calculated with the 3Q Wilson loop W 3Q defined as
with
Here, P denotes the path-ordered product along the path denoted by Γ k in Fig. 2 .
In the 3Q Wilson loop, a gauge-covariant 3Q state |Φ is generated at t = 0 and is annihilated at t = T with the three quarks being spatially fixed in R 3 for 0 < t < T . In general, the 3Q state |Φ in the 3Q Wilson loop is not an eigenstate of the QCD HamiltonianĤ for the spatiallyfixed 3Q system, and can be expressed with a linear combination of the 3Q physical eigenstates |n (n=0,1,2..) as
where the complex coefficients c n satisfy ∞ n=1 |c n | 2 = 1 and express the overlap with each state |n in the 3Q Wilson loop.
Since the Euclidean time evolution of the 3Q state |Φ(t) is expressed with the operator e −Ĥt , which corresponds to the transfer matrix in lattice QCD, the expectation value of the 3Q Wilson loop is expressed as
Then, the low-lying potentials, e.g., the ground-state potential V g.s.
3Q ≡ V 0 and the 1st excited-state potential V e.s. 3Q ≡ V 1 , can be obtained from the large-T behavior of W 3Q (T ) where higher excited-state contributions are negligible. In practical lattice simulations, however, it is difficult to calculate W 3Q (T ) accurately for large T , since its value decreases exponentially with T .
Therefore, for the accurate calculation of low-lying potentials, it is desired to reduce higher excited-state components in the 3Q state |Φ in the 3Q Wilson loop.
B. The smearing method
For this purpose, we use the smearing method [38] to reduce highly excited-state components in the 3Q state |Φ . The smearing is just a method for the state composition in a gauge-covariant manner, and never changes physical quantities and gauge configurations, unlike the cooling.
The smearing for link-variables is expressed as the iterative replacement of the spatial link-variable U i (s) (i = 1, 2, 3) by the obscured link-variableŪ i (s) ∈ SU(3) which maximizes
leaving the temporal link-variable U 4 (s) unchanged. Note that the smeared 3Q Wilson loop composed by the smeared link-variable is expressed as a spatiallyextended operator in terms of the original link-variable U µ (s), and therefore the 3Q state |Φ and the coefficients c n in the smeared 3Q Wilson loop are changed according to the iteration number N smr of the smearing. In other words, the coefficients c n in the smeared 3Q Wilson loop can be controlled to some extent in the smearing procedure, by changing the iteration number N smr and the smearing parameter α.
For instance, as the iteration number N smr of the smearing increases from N smr =0, the excited-state components in the N smr th smeared 3Q Wilson loop gradually decrease, and finally the 22th (42th) smeared 3Q Wilson loop is almost ground-state saturated as |Φ ≃ c k 0 |0 for α = 2.3 on the lattice with β=5.8 (6.0) [21] . Then, with
can be accurately calculated as V g.s.
The smearing method is also useful to extract the lowlying 3Q potentials, i.e., the ground-state potential V g.s. 3Q
and the 1st excited-state potential V e.s. 3Q [15, 16] .
III. FORMALISM
In this section, we present the formalism of the variational method [15, 39, 40] to extract the excited-state potential and the gluonic excitation by diagonalizing the QCD Hamiltonian in the presence of static quarks.
Suppose that |Φ k (k = 0, 1, 2, 3, ..) are arbitrary given independent 3Q states for the spatially-fixed 3Q system. In general, each 3Q state |Φ k can be expressed with a linear combination of the 3Q physical eigenstates |n (n = 0, 1, 2, ..) as
Here, the coefficients c k n depend on the selection of the 3Q states |Φ k , and hence they are not universal quantities.
(Unlike the Q-Q system, there is no definite symmetry in the 3Q system, so that we do not construct the 3Q states which carry the specific quantum number.)
The Euclidean time-evolution of the 3Q state |Φ(t) is expressed with the operator e −Ĥt , which corresponds to the transfer matrix in lattice QCD. The overlap Φ j (T )|Φ k (0) is given by the generalized 3Q Wilson loop sandwiched by the initial state Φ k at t = 0 and the final state Φ j at t = T , and is expressed as the correlation matrix in the Euclidean Heisenberg picture:
We define the matrix C and the diagonal matrix Λ T by
and rewrite the above relation as
Note here that C is not a unitary matrix, and therefore this relation does not mean the simple diagonalization by the unitary transformation, which connects the two matrices by the similarity transformation.
Since we are interested in the 3Q potential V n (n = 0, 1, 2, ..) in Λ T rather than the non-universal matrix C, we single out V n from the 3Q Wilson loop W T using the following prescription. From Eq. (10), we obtain
is expressed by the similarity transformation of the diagonal matrix diag(e −V0 , e −V1 , ..). Therefore, e −Vn can be obtained as the eigenvalues of the matrix W −1 T W T +1 , i.e., the solutions of the secular equation, det{W (12) where I denotes the unit matrix. The largest eigenvalue corresponds to e −V0 and the nth largest eigenvalue corresponds to e −Vn . In this way, the 3Q potential V n (n = 0, 1, 2, ..) can be obtained from the matrix W −1 T W T +1 . In the practical calculation, we prepare N independent sample states |Φ k (k = 0, 1, .., N − 1). If one chooses appropriate states |Φ k which does not include highly excited-state components, one can truncate the physical states as |n (n = 0, 1, 2, .., N − 1). Then, W T , C and Λ T are reduced into N × N matrices, and the secular equation Eq. (12) becomes the N th order equation.
IV. LATTICE QCD RESULT
In this section, we show the lattice QCD result of the 1st excited-state 3Q potential V e.s.
3Q and the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q as well as the ground-state potential V g.s.
3Q for the spatially-fixed static 3Q system. The SU(3) lattice QCD calculation is done with the standard plaquette action on 16 3 × 32 at β=5.8 and 6.0 at the quenched level. The lattice spacing is found to be a ≃ 0.15 fm at β = 5.8 and a ≃ 0.1 fm at β = 6.0, which are set to reproduce the string tension σ=0.89 GeV/fm in the Q-Q potential [16] . In Table I , we summarize the simulation condition and related information of the present lattice QCD calculation for the 3Q potentials. For each β, we list the corresponding lattice spacing a, the lattice size, the number N3Q of the different patterns of the 3Q system analyzed, the gauge configuration number N conf used for the measurement, the number N therm of sweeps for the thermalization, the number Nsep of sweeps for the separation, the smearing parameter α and the iteration number Nsmr used for the extraction of the 3Q potentials, V From now on, we concentrate ourselves on the ground state |0 and the 1st excited state |1 in the spatially-fixed 3Q system. To extract V 0 and V 1 , we need to prepare at least two independent states |Φ k (k = 0, 1), and construct the 2 × 2 matrix W −1 T W T +1 with them. Here, the sample states |Φ k can be freely chosen, as long as they satisfy the two conditions: the linear independence and the smallness of the higher excited-state components |n with n ≥ 2, which leads to
As the sample 3Q states |Φ k , we adopt the properly smeared 3Q states since the higher excited-state components are reduced in them [21] . Here, the smearing parameter is fixed to be α = 2.3. After some numerical check on the above two conditions, we adopt the 8th, 12th, 16th, 20th smeared 3Q states at β = 5.8 and the 16th, 24th, 32nd, 40th smeared 3Q states at β = 6.0 as the candidates of the sample 3Q states. Owing to the intervals of 4 (8) iterations at β=5.8 (6.0), these smeared states are clearly independent of each other. The N smr th smeared state with N smr ≥ 8 (16) at β=5.8 (6.0) has small higher excited-state components. T WT +1 at each T for the spatially-fixed three quarks put on (1, 0, 0), (0, 1, 0) and (0, 0, 1) in the lattice unit at β=5.8. For V0(T ) and V1(T ) at each T , we plot 6 data obtained from the 6 pairs of the state combination.
For each possible pairing (j, k) of these 4 states, we calculate the generalized 3Q Wilson loop W jk T ≡ Φ j (T )|Φ k (0) , and evaluate V 0 and V 1 with Eq.(12). We plot in Fig. 3 an example of the "effective mass" plot for V 0 (T ) and V 1 (T ) obtained from Eq.(12) at β = 5.8 as the function of the temporal separation T . For the estimation of the statistical error of the lattice data, we adopt the jack-knife error estimate.
For V 0 (T ) and V 1 (T ) at each T , we have 6 (= 4 C 2 ) data obtained from 6 pairs of the combination among the 4 sample states, i.e., the 8th, 12th, 16th, 20th smeared 3Q states. As shown in Fig. 3 , these 6 data almost coincide and the T -dependence of V 0 (T ) and V 1 (T ) is rather small in a certain region of T . This indicates the smallness of the higher excited-state components |n with n ≥ 2 in the sample states, since such contaminations lead a nontrivial T -dependence in V 0 (T ) and V 1 (T ) and make the stability lost.
For the accurate measurement, we select the best pairing providing the most stable effective-mass plot, which physically means the smallest contamination of the higher excited states in them. (If the effective-mass plot does not show a plateau, we exclude the 3Q configuration from the analysis to keep the accuracy.) With the selected two states, we extract the ground-state potential V g.s.
3Q and the 1st excited-state potential V e.s.
3Q using the χ 2 fit as V g.s.
3Q = V 0 (T ) and V e.s. 3Q = V 1 (T ) in the fit range of T , where the plateau is observed. We perform the above procedure for each 3Q system.
In Tables II, III 3Q at β = 5.8 in the lattice unit. The label (l, m, n) denotes the 3Q system where the three quarks are put on (la, 0, 0), (0, ma, 0) and (0, 0, na) in R 3 .
(l, m, n) V The lattice data of V g.s.
3Q in Tables II, III and IV also indicate the validity of the Y-Ansatz for the ground-state 3Q potential. Note that the present data of V g.s.
3Q are considered to include almost no excited-state contributions, since they are extracted by diagonalizing the correlation 3Q at β = 6.0 in the lattice unit. The label (l, m, n) denotes the 3Q system where the three quarks are put on (la, 0, 0), (0, ma, 0) and (0, 0, na) in R 3 .
(l, m, n) V matrix Φ j |e −ĤT |Φ k in terms of the physical basis |n . As a consequence, the accuracy of the present data is better than that of the data in Refs. [20, 21] .
In Fig. 4 , we plot the ground-state potential V g.s.
3Q and the 1st excited-state potential V 3Q , and the filled symbols are for the excited- and V e.s.
3Q are the lowest and the next-lowest eigenvalues of the QCD HamiltonianĤ for the static 3Q system, and correspond to the ground-state and the 1st excited-state energies induced by three static quarks in a colorsinglet state. We note that the lattice results at β = 5.8 and β = 6.0 well coincide in the physical unit besides an irrelevant overall constant. The gluonic excitation energy is expressed as ∆E 3Q ≡ V It is worth mentioning that the absolute values of the potentials cannot be determined in lattice QCD without ambiguity. In fact, the energy of the 3Q system measured with the 3Q Wilson loop contains an irrelevant constant term C 3Q , which corresponds to the self-energies of the three static quarks under the lattice cutoff a −1 and diverges in the continuum limit as a → 0 [20, 21] . However, the energy gap between any pair of two states does not suffer from the ambiguity and has physical meaning. In particular, the energy gap ∆E 3Q ≡ V e.s.
3Q between the ground-state and excited-state potentials has definite physical meaning as the lowest gluonic excitation energy, and can be determined in lattice QCD without the ambiguity. Figure 5 shows the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q ≡ V e.s.
3Q as the function of L min . As a nontrivial fact, ∆E 3Q is almost reproduced with a single-valued function of L min , the minimal total length of the flux-tube in the 3Q system. This implies that the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q is controlled by the whole size of the 3Q system. This will be discussed in detail in the next section.
V. FUNCTIONAL FORM OF GLUONIC EXCITATION ENERGY
In this section, we investigate the functional form of the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q (r 1 , r 2 , r 3 ) in the static 3Q system in terms of the 3Q location r i (i=1,2,3) using the lattice QCD data for ∆E 3Q at β=5.8 and 6.0.
The 3Q static potential V 3Q generally depends on the three independent variables which indicate the 3Q triangle, e.g., {a, b, c} for the three sides of the 3Q triangle, while the Q-Q potential V QQ depends only on the relative distance r. Therefore, the search for the functional form of V e.s.
3Q or ∆E 3Q is much more difficult than in the Q-Q case.
Furthermore, unlike the ground-state 3Q potential V g.s.
3Q , there are no clear theoretical candidates for the functional form of the excited-state 3Q potential V e.s.
3Q
or the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q . Hence, it is rather difficult to specify their functional forms, and we are obliged to perform "trial and error". Here, we consider various possible functional forms, and perform the χ 2 -fit for the lattice QCD data for each form.
Since the Coulomb part originated from the OGE process is expected to be equal in V e.s.
3Q and V g.s.
3Q , the Coulomb contribution is considered to be cancelled in the combination of ∆E 3Q ≡ V e.s.
3Q . Then, the functional form of ∆E 3Q is expected to be simpler than the excited-state 3Q potential V e.s.
. Therefore, we investigate the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q in detail instead of V g.s.
3Q .

A. Comparison with the Q-Q system
To begin with, we attempt to express the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q of the 3Q system in terms of ∆E QQ (r) of the Q-Q system, with considering the physical structure of the 3Q system. Here, we refer to Ref. [17] on the lattice QCD data of ∆E QQ (r) of the Q-Q system.
Let us consider the 3Q system as shown in Fig. 1 with the quark location Q i (i=1,2,3) and the Fermat point P.
We denote the lengths of the three sides by a, b and c.
If the Y-junction exhibits the fixed-edge nature, the gluonic excitation of the 3Q system is expected to resemble that of the Q-Q system, since the three static quarks also play the role of the fixed edges. If it is the case, the lowest gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q in the 3Q system would be expressed as
If the excitation mode can be expressed as a vibrational mode on one side of the 3Q triangle, the lowest gluonic excitation is expressed by the lowest vibrational mode of the Q-Q flux as max(a, b, c) ).
However, these fits cannot reproduce the lattice QCD data of ∆E 3Q at all. Then, the 3Q gluonic excitation is considered as the bulk excitation of the whole 3Q system, rather than the excitation of its partial system.
We have also checked many trial forms with ∆E QQ (r) such as
However, all of them fail to reproduce the lattice QCD result of ∆E 3Q .
B. The inverse Mercedes Ansatz
Next, as a trial, we attempt to plot the gluonic excitation ∆E 3Q in the 3Q system against the minimal PiQj. P denotes the Fermat point of △Q1Q2Q3, and Pi is taken on the extended line of QiP so as to satisfy PPi = ξ. The "inverse Mercedes Ansatz" is defined as ∆E3Q = K/LȲ + G.
total length of the flux-tubes linking the three quarks, L min = PQ 1 + PQ 2 + PQ 3 , as shown in Fig. 1 .
As a remarkable fact, ∆E 3Q seems to be relatively well expressed as a single-valued function of L min . Indeed, although there is some visible deviation, the lattice QCD data for ∆E 3Q nearly collapse to a single curve in Fig. 5 . This is rather nontrivial because ∆E 3Q depends not only on L min but also on three independent variables.
For further investigation, we consider the "Mercedes form" for the 3Q system as shown in Fig. 6 . We define x i ≡ PQ i as the distance between the Fermat point P and each quark location Q i .
After some trials, we finally find that the "inverse Mercedes Ansatz" defined by the following functional form well reproduces the lattice QCD results for the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q in the 3Q system: (18) with three parameters, K, G and ξ.
Here, we refer to LȲ as the "modified Y-type flux-tube length", or the "modified Y-length" simply. For ξ = 0, LȲ coincides with the Y-type flux-tube length
Note that 2LȲ expresses the total perimeter of the "Mercedes form" shown in Fig. 6, i. e., Fig. 7 , we plot the lattice QCD results of the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q ≡ V g.s.
3Q − V e.s.
3Q against the modified Y-length L Y defined in Eq. (18) . As a remarkable fact, ∆E 3Q can be plotted as a single-valued function of LȲ. In Fig. 8 , we also plot ∆E 3Q ≡ V g.s. Table V .
We summarize in Table V the fit analysis with the inverse Mercedes Ansatz for the lattice QCD data of the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q at each β together with the best-fit parameter set, (K, G, ξ). (In Appendix, we summarize various fit analyses for ∆E 3Q with several trial fit functions of {a, b, c} or {x 1 , x 2 , x 3 }.) Table V. 2 fm.
Note again that ∆E 3Q is generally a function of the three variables {x 1 , x 2 , x 3 }. However, the inverse Mercedes Ansatz (17) depends only on LȲ, which is a single symmetric combination of {x 1 ,x 2 ,x 3 }. We stress that such a simple dependence is rather nontrivial. Now, we pay attention to the parameters K, G and ξ. As the physical meaning of the parameters ξ and G in the inverse Mercedes Ansatz, ξ plays the role of an "ultraviolet cutoff" parameter when all of x i are small as x i < ξ, and the parameter G seems to give an infrared value of the gluonic excitation energy. We find a relatively good scaling behavior for the parameter set (K, G, ξ) in Table V As a caution, one has to be careful for the argument on the infrared behavior of ∆E 3Q . For, the character of the gluonic excitation mode may be changed into the stringy behavior in the infrared region, as is actually shown in the Q-Q gluonic excitation mode for r ≥ 2 fm. For the definite conclusion of the infrared behavior of ∆E 3Q , we need to perform the lattice QCD calculation for ∆E 3Q with much larger lattice volume.
VI. DISCUSSION
A. Physical implication of the lattice QCD results
We consider the physical meaning of the present lattice QCD result, although the precise physical interpretation of the inverse Mercedes Ansatz (17) would be rather difficult and is an open problem. Since the inverse Mercedes Ansatz is described with the modified Y-type flux-tube length LȲ, the gluonic excitation would be regarded as a global excitation of the whole Y-type flux-tube system, instead of the partial excitation of each flux-tube as PQ 1 , PQ 2 or PQ 3 . This would exclude the quasi-fixed edge nature of the Y-type junction, as was also indicated in sectionV-A. In fact, the inverse Mercedes Ansatz indicates that the gluonic excitation in the 3Q system appears as a complicated excitation of the whole 3Q system.
As a remarkable fact on the absolute value of the gluonic excitation energy, the lowest gluonic-excitation energy ∆E 3Q is found to be about 1 GeV or more in the typical hadronic scale as 0.5 fm≤ L min ≤ 1.5 fm. In fact, the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q is rather large in comparison with the low-lying excitation energy of the quark origin. (Also for the Q-Q system, a large gluonic excitation energy is reported in recent lattice studies [17] .) Therefore, the contribution of gluonic excitations is considered to be negligible and the dominant contribution is brought by quark dynamics such as the spin-orbit interaction for low-lying hadrons.
On the other hand, the gluonic excitation would be significant and visible in the highly-excited baryons with the excitation energy above 1 GeV. For instance, the lowest hybrid baryon [41] , which is described asG in the valence picture, is expected to have a large mass of about 2 GeV. This lattice QCD result may suggest a large "constituent gluon mass" of about 1 GeV in the constituent gluon picture.
B. Gluonic excitation and success of quark model
We consider the connection between QCD and the quark model in terms of the gluonic excitation [15, 16] . While QCD is described with quarks and gluons, the simple quark model, which contains only quarks as explicit degrees of freedom, successfully describes low-lying hadrons, in spite of the absence of gluonic excitation modes and the non-relativistic treatment. As for the nonrelativistic treatment, it is conjectured to be justified by a large mass generation of quarks due to dynamical chiralsymmetry breaking (DCSB). However, the absence of the gluonic excitation modes in low-lying hadron spectra has been a puzzle in the hadron physics.
On this point, we find the gluonic-excitation energy to be about 1 GeV or more, which is rather large compared with the excitation energies of the quark origin, and therefore the effect of gluonic excitations is negligible and quark degrees of freedom plays the dominant role in low-lying hadrons with the excitation energy below 1 GeV. Thus, the large gluonic-excitation energy of about 1 GeV gives the physical reason for the invisible gluonic excitation in low-lying hadron spectra, which would play the key role to the success of the quark model without gluonic excitation modes [15, 16] .
FIG. 9:
A possible scenario from QCD to the quark model in terms of color confinement and DCSB. DCSB leads to a large constituent quark mass of about 300 MeV, which enables the non-relativistic treatment for quark dynamics approximately. Color confinement results in the color flux-tube formation among quarks with a large string tension of σ ≃ 1 GeV/fm. In the flux-tube picture, the gluonic excitation is described as the flux-tube vibration, and the flux-tube vibrational energy is expected to be large, reflecting the large string tension. The large gluonic-excitation energy of about 1 GeV leads to the absence of the gluonic mode in low-lying hadrons, which would play the key role to the success of the quark model without gluonic excitation modes.
In Fig. 9 , by way of the flux-tube picture, we present a possible scenario from QCD to the massive quark model in terms of color confinement and DCSB [16] . On one hand, DCSB gives rise of a large constituent quark mass of about 300 MeV, which enables the non-relativistic treatment for quark dynamics approximately. On the other hand, color confinement results in the color fluxtube formation among quarks with a large string tension of σ ≃ 1 GeV/fm. In the flux-tube picture, the gluonic excitation is described as the flux-tube vibration, and the flux-tube vibrational energy is expected to be large, reflecting the large string tension and the resulting short string. Due to the large gluonic-excitation energy, which is actually estimated as about 1 GeV in lattice QCD, the gluonic excitation seems invisible in low-lying hadrons.
In this way, the quark model becomes successful even without explicit gluonic modes.
VII. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
For about 100 different patterns of spatially-fixed three-quark (3Q) systems, we have studied the excitedstate 3Q potential and the gluonic excitation using SU(3) lattice QCD with 16 3 × 32 at β=5.8 and 6.0 at the quenched level. We have extracted the excited-state potential V e.s.
3Q together with the ground-state potential V g.s.
3Q by diagonalizing the QCD Hamiltonian in the presence of three quarks, for 24 patterns of 3Q systems at β = 5.8 and for 73 patters at β = 6.0.
We have found that the lowest gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q ≡ V e.s.
3Q takes a large value of about 1 GeV at the typical hadronic scale as 0.5 fm ≤ L min ≤ 1.5 fm. Therefore, we have conjectured that the "hybrid baryon"G, which corresponds to the gluonic excitation mode, appears as the highly-excited baryon with the excitation energy of above 1 GeV.
Next, we have investigated the functional form of the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q in terms of the 3Q location. After some trials with various functions, we have found that the lattice data of ∆E 3Q are relatively well reproduced by the "inverse Mercedes Ansatz", ∆E 3Q = K/LȲ + G with the "modified Y-type flux-tube length" LȲ. This nontrivial behavior of ∆E 3Q seems to indicate that the gluonic-excitation mode is realized as a complicated bulk excitation of the whole Y-type flux-tube system, instead of the partial excitation of each flux-tube.
Finally, we have considered the physical consequence of the large gluonic-excitation energy, and have presented a possible scenario to give a physical reason of the success of the quark model for low-lying hadrons even without explicit gluonic modes.
These lattice QCD data of the excited-state potential would be useful for the QCD-based construction of the refined quark model, which can deal with the gluonic excitation modes in hadrons. Our results would be also helpful for the comprehension of the nature of the "QCD string". In Appendix, we summarize various fit analyses for the gluonic excitation energy in the spatially-fixed 3Q system, ∆E 3Q ≡ V e.s.
3Q , in terms of the 3Q spatial configuration. We examine various trial fit functions of {a, b, c} or {x 1 , x 2 , x 3 } including two or three free parameters, a i : Form 1-10 expressed by Eqs. (A1)-(A10) . ({a, b, c} and {x 1 , x 2 , x 3 } are defined in sectionV.) Form 1 is the "inverse Mercedes Ansatz", which is discussed in sectionV as the best fit form for the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q . Form 2 is a simplified form of Form 1. We examine Form 3-5 and Form 6-8 as the typical single-valued function of L min and L ∆ , respectively. As a possibility, the gluonic excitation energy ∆E 3Q may be controlled by the "typical length" of the static 3Q system, and hence we examine also Form 9 and Form 10, regarding max(x 1 + x 2 , x 2 + x 3 , x 3 + x 1 ) and max(a, b, c) as the typical length of the Y-type flux-tube system.
For each of Form 1-10, we show χ 2 /N DF as the fit result for the lattice data of ∆E 3Q together with the bestfit parameters in Tables VI and VII at β=5.8 and 6.0, respectively.
As a result, Form 1, the "inverse Mercedes Ansatz", is found to be the best fit function for ∆E 3Q , which reproduces the lattice data of ∆E 3Q with the smallest χ 2 /N DF ∼ 1. (A7)
• Form 8
• Form 9 ∆E 3Q = a 1 max(x 1 + x 2 , x 2 + x 3 , x 3 + x 1 ) + a 2 (A9)
• Form 10
